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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGI_NAL (if known) PHYSlCAL' APPEARANCE

Fort Frederick is located southeast of Big Pool, Marylanq,south of Mary-
land Route 56, on the northeast bank of the Potomac River. A rectangular
_stone structure.w1th bastions at each corner, it is typical of mid-18th.
‘century fortifications. The sandstone and limestone walls enclose 360
square feet. The darker rocks on upper sections of the walls indicate
replacement stones added in 1934-1935 by the National Park Service and
the Civilian Conservation Corps. The walls are four feet thick at the
base tapering to three feet at the top, whlch is seventeen feet from the
.ground. : _

Each of the four bastions orginally contained a six-pound cannon mounted
on mounds of earth. The northeast and southwest bastions contained
magazines in log chambers within the mounds. During the American Revo-
lution when Fort Frederick was used as a prison for British Troops the
earth was cleaned away . '

g

Within the fort is the parade ground as well as the foundation of s€veral
structlires: officers! quarters, fort headquarters, two barracks.//
Maryland Park Service plans to reconstruct these structures.
catwalk originally 11ned the interior walls.
along the west wall s

A wooden
A portion has been restored

N
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ISTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A glimpse of the hardships endured by our early forefathers and a reali~
zation of the perilous nature of day-to-day living colonial times are
provided to the visitor at historic Fort Frederick. The huge stone fort
"is a visual reminder of the.colonial heritage of Maryland.

On May 16, 1756, during the French and Indian Wars, the Maryland Legisla-
ture, at the request of Governor Horatio Sharpe, appropriated 6,000
pounds to build and maintain the Fort, for the purpose of providing
shelter and protection to the 1nhab1tants of outlying settlements. By
mid-August the constructlon was well under way. .

Fort Frederick was in a continous state‘of'alarm from its completion

until the capture of Fort Duquesne in November of 1758. Dur1ng this

time it .was garrisoned by militia compan1es from the various ‘counties
of Maryland ‘ |

~ After the 51gn1ng of the Treaty of Paris ending the French and Indian
War, Chief Pontiac went on the warpath. During this uprising more than
seven hundred terrified people found refuge in the Fort

INSTRUCTLONS

SEE

Fort Frederlck was again called into service during the Revolutionary
War. Under the command of Colonel Moses Rawlings, the Fort served as

a prison of British and German soldiers captured during the War. At

‘one time more than 1,000 prisioners were held there. The last pri%&hneré
'to be quartered at the Fort were those captured at Yorktown. .

.-
-

After the Revolutlon the relatlve calm wh1ch settled over the area
diminished the need fbr the Fort. It was sold at public auction on
September 5, 1791, and lay abandoned until the Civil War. At the out-
break -of Civil War hostilities, it was summoned into the south wall and

a cannon was placed here to guard the B & O Railroad and the C § O Canal.

. No significant m111tary action occured however, and by._1862, the Fort's
usefulness ended

: . o ~ The surroundmg grounds of the Fort were used for agricultural purposes
. » R -until. 1nterest ‘was renewed in Maryland' “rich history. The Legislature

(see continuation sheet #1)
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Fort Frederick -
No. 8:Significance Continued.

authorized the purchase of the Fort in 1912, but negotiations were not con-
cluded until 1922, when it was deeded to Maryland under the administration
of the State Board of Forestry, now the Department of Natural Resources. Ve
By the time the old walls had dgggxed_intg_piles;of~rubb1e, and the founda-z
tions of the barracks inside were buried under accumulations of earth.

‘After extensive research, the original plan of the Fort were located, and 7(
with the aid of Civilian Conservation Corps labor the outside stone walls
and part of the interior were restored. . The Maryland Park Service plans’ / (
to restore the barracks and interior of the Fort to complete authenticity. L

{From Maryland Park Service brochure on Fort Frederick.
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"~..;Mary1and Park Service, Department of: Natural Resources
Pamphlets on Fort Frederlck Reserch f11es at the -
Hall of Records, Annapolls, Maryland
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

- tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law™ |
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion .
in the National Register and certify that it has been

. avaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. -
. level of significance of this nomination is:

- National 0O

T

State (] Local []

Name A

The recommended ‘

_Title

_Date

STATE CODE

24

MarylAand

-1 hereby certify that-this property is included in the

Netional Register.

. Directbr, Oftice oi Archeology and Historic Preservation

i

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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-. of the fort.

DEscmBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAI_ (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fort Frederlck is- located southeast ‘of Big Pool, Maryland south of Mary--
1and Route ‘56, on the. northwcst bank of the Potomac. ' A .square. stone
structure with dlamond shaped bastions at each corner, the fort encloses
one ‘and one half acres of land. Its design is typical of Vauban- -style
.fortifications of the . 18th century. The perimeter wall was restored to its

original twenty foot height by the Civilian Conservation Corps in 1934-35.
The darker mortar in the upper parts of the wall. distinguish the restored
porﬁmons from the or1g1na1 portlons that were still standlng before res-
toratlon.‘ - .

The bastlons were or1g1na11y f111ed with earth and are belleved to haveA
each Jbeen mounted with a. six-pound cannon. Archeological evidence un-
covered in the 1930's .indicates the possibility of log-supported magazines’

" in. the* southwest and northeast bastions. - A.wooden ‘catwalk’ approximately
six feet. below the. top.of.the walls originally spanned the inside of the
wall between the original presence of three sizable buildings, probably of
log Two were enlisted men's barracks -(west and east sides.of the parade),
‘.one was a combination officer's quarters and store-room (on the north side
..of the’ parade) . A double wooden- ‘gate originally stood in the south wall

.The- Maryland Park Serv1ce plans the eventual restoratlon of

the fort s, 1nter10r. : : . : o
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A glimpse of the hardships endured by our early forefathers and a reali-
atlon 'of .the perilous nature of day-to-day living colonial times are
‘prov1ded to, the visitor at historic Fort Frederick. The huge stone fort .
| is a v1sual remlnder of the colonlal herltage of Maryland . ' !

On‘May_lG, 1756,‘during the French and Indian Wars, the Maryland. Legisla- 0
ture, at the request of Governor Horatio Sharpe, appropriated 6,000 ) N
pounds to build and maintain the Fort, for the purpose of providing ' '
. 'shelter and protection to the inhabitants of outlylng settlements.‘-By
‘mid- August the constructlon was well under way.

P

T

.Fort Frederick was in a. continous state of alarm from-its. completion
until the capture of. Fort:Duquesne in November of 1758. -During this -
time it was _garrisoned by m111t1a companles from the’ Varlous countles

~of Maryland ;1.",. o RS

INSTRUCTIONS

fAfter the 51gn1ng of the Treaty of Paris endlng the French and Indian
.War, .Chief Pontiac went on-the warpath. During this uprising more than
_seven hundred terr1f1ed people found refuge in the Fort - : N

S EE

Fort Frederlck was agaln called 1nto service durlng the Revolutlonary
War. Under the command.of Colonel Moses Rawlings, the Fort served as . - B
a prison of British and German soldiers captured during the War. . At . N
one.time more than:1,000 prisoners were held there. - The last prisoners &
to be quartered at the Fort were those captured at Yorktown. ‘ B

»
i

After the Revolution‘ the relative calm which settled‘over the area
diminished .the need for- ‘the Fort. It was sold at public auction on . o
"September 5, 1791 and lay abandoned until the Civil War. At the out-

break of Civil War hostilities, it was summoned into the-south wall and
a cannon was p?aced here to guard the B G 0] Rallroad and the C § O Canal

ST AT ‘;

'No 51gn1f1cant‘m111tary actlon occured however, and by 1862 " the Fort S .
usefulness ended . - , A P 8

cThe,surroundlng grounds of the Fort were used for agrlcultural purposcs
until interest was renewed in Maryland's rich history. d The Legislature

" (See continuation Sheet #1)




SN L

P e

LGN LN SAT M N HRGRHRA TS RS RN QI ™

W ORCRIIATE M, . RS M
JERRETE TR

K1mme1

~"Maryland,

Ross.

Research Notes. Summer 1973
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Maryland Park Service, Department of Natural Resources,
Pamphlets on Fort Frederick.
Hall of Records, Annapolls, Maryland

Annapolis,”
Research files at the

fMaryland'Parkaerviee;d
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As the desxgnated State anlson Offlcer for the Na-
uonal Historic Preservatxon 'Act ‘of 1966 (Public Law
89-665) 1 hereby nominate thlS property for'inclusion
in the Natxonal Register and certlfy that it has been
Pvaluated accordmz to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the Natlonal Park- Servxce
level of nlynil’icnnct of this nomination m

‘The recommended

- National Register.

"1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

:Direclor. Office of Archeology and lintoric Prosorvation

National (] State - Local 1 .
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Orlando ‘Ridout IV, State
:Preservation Offlcer for
Tltle Marvland i N
! Keeper of The National Register
Date ; ; b } Date
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Fort Frederlck
#8 Slgnlflcance (contlnued)

authorlzed the purchase of the Fort in 1912 but negotlatlons were not' con-
cluded ‘until 1922, when it was deeded to Maryland undér the admlnlstratl?n
of the’ State Board.of Forestry, now the Department of Natural Resources.

' %Erbm Maryland Patk Service brochure dn‘ForthFredefiqk,

-~
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In approving Fort Frederick for:nominationltozthe'National.Register”of

. Historic.Places,ithe'Governor's.Consulting.COmmitteefexpresses:great concern

..that plans for development of Fort Frederick State Park may threaten.the his-

Frederck /7""{6"“’ Distrizt

. .torical and archeological 1ntegr1ty.ofathe Fort,.. The Committee.strongly

75

.recommends . that appropriate.and exhaustive historical and archeological .research

‘be.undertaken before reconstruction or any other improvements be made within the

- PortFredesiek=Historse District. <

L——-Research. is necessary not only for purposes. of . reconstructlon and . restora-
. tion, but is essential to the correct interpretation]ofﬂthe‘sitedforiboth.park .

. visitors and scholars. Partieularly'in,the‘easegOf'archeolbgy, failure .to.do

.adequate.research may mean that Pafk.devélbpments.will:destroy'unique and

“irreplaceable data.which. can never.be zepimeedees recovered in any .other way.

. .Because of the importance. and unique nature of.the site,.and because historical -

and ‘archeological research is time-consuming and expensive,.the Committee. .

-also .recommends .that an intensive: program of historical and archeological

- .research.be undertaken. at .Fort Frederick over a period of several years.
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